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From the President From the Cantor 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 

 

The idea of ólove your neighbor as yourselfô is an 

ancient one. We read about this at this past 

Shabbat morning at our Learning Circle. Cantor 

Joel explained it was not just being good to the 

person you live next to, but rather the concept of 

undertaking a morally and ethically correct approach to life. 

Never forget doing the right thing usually starts with one 

small act of kindness. Sometimes we lose 

sight that the person just next door or in 

our group needs a bit of a pick-me-up. 

Paraphrasing that sayingé If you see a 

need, do a good deed. If you cannot help, 

let someone know who can. We are a 

community of neighbors and the strongest 

communities donôt let anyone fall through the cracks. Letôs 

continue to look out for one another. 

 

I am excited that we will have Rabbi Adina Lewittes for at 

least two sessions in our community and hopefully the 

relationship will expand to much more. I urge you all to come 

out and participate. Our trip to the Jewish Chapel at West 

Point has been so totally well-received with close to 50 of us 

joining in for this special Friday night road trip on May 4th. If 

you have any suggestions for more such outings, please let me 

know. 

 

As I know you all received the beautiful invitation for our 

Annual Gala Diner Dance, please return your reply cards. This 

evening is surely to be a wonderful tribute to Carol and Len 

Levy. As doers of just about every possible undertaking at 

TBS, I can attest that Carol and Len embody looking out for 

all of us. See you there. 

 

My best, 

Andy 

The Counting of the Omer 
 

By the time you read this, we are well into the 

counting of the Omer, that daily counting of the 

50 days between Passover and Shavuot. Omer is 

a time of semi-mourning, since during that time 

Rabbi Akivaôs students had contracted a 

seemingly mysterious disease and were dying. 

Therefore weddings are prohibited, many refrain 

from shaving and getting haircuts, etc. Yet during this period 

we also see two prominently joyous occasions, Israel 

Independence Day and Jerusalem Liberation Day. Sorrow and 

joy all at once. It seems that this mix is a burden we must 

carry in order to always keep things in perspective. A deeper 

look into the Omer period shows us the difference between  

G-dôs ñHesed,ò the total generosity of G-d, and G-dôs ñDinò 

or judgment. We often mistake ñjudgmentò for punishment, 

but the true understanding should be ñresponsibility.ò When  

G-d is showing His Hesed, He is providing us with gifts, not 

rewards. No action on our part precedes creation, release from 

Egyptian slavery, Manna in the desert, and many other of G-

dôs gifts. All we are asked is to do nothing, and let G-d 

provide.  

 

At the other end of the spectrum is ñDin.ò That is where we 

are totally responsible for our actions and their results. Our 

deeds dictate whether we warrant rewards or not. The Omer 

period is considered a time where G-d sits in judgment, 

expecting us to elevate ourselves from total reliance on His 

Hesed at Passover, to a level of holiness that makes us 

deserved of His Torah at Shavuot. The daily counting reminds 

us that we must make more of an effort to be worthy of G-dôs 

Torah. Further evidence of this is found in the ritual offerings. 

On Passover we are commanded a wave offering consisting of 

a sheaf of barley, a food traditionally used to feed animals. On 

Shavuot we are commanded an offering consisting of loaves 

of bread, food fit for humans. This symbolizes the spiritual  
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MAY AT A GLANCE 

May 3 ~ Executive Board Meeting 8 PM 

May 4 ~ Shabbat Services at West PointðService begins 7PM 

May 18  ~ Shabbat Services celebrating May birthdays & anniv. 

May 19 ~ Learning Circle Shabbat Service at 9:30 AM 

May 29 ~ Sisterhood Book Club Meeting at 7:30 PM 
Rabbi 

Adina Lewittes  
Carol & Len Levy 
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An Upcoming Community Event at TBS 

IT'S THE SHOW YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR 

ñTHE GOLDEN AGE OF TELEVISIONò 

Presented by THE HADASSAH PLAYERS 

 

A special show will be presented for the combined members of 

our Hadassah Chapter and Temple Beth Sholom Sisterhood 

Thursday, May 10th at 8:00 PM at TBS 

 

This show will bring back memories of some of your favorite TV 

performers and many of the songs you recall. The cast will 

have you remembering, smiling and laughing  

as the nostalgic past is recreated for you. 

 

The performance will be held in the TBS sanctuary  

with comfortable seating and excellent visibility.  

Coffee will be served one half hour before the show.  

We hope to see you there. 
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climb that G-d expects us to make during the Omer period... A period where we must get out of our natural ñcomfort zone,ò and 

make things better. That is how we connect this to Israel Independence Day and Jerusalem Liberation Day. These occasions 

celebrate our rising from passively accepting our plight to taking steps to change it. And thank G-d, after considerable struggle, we 

have achieved statehood and unification of our eternal capital city. Imagine what other rewards G-d has in store for us if we step up 

this year during the Omer and truly make an effort to deserve receiving the Torah on Shavuot. Wishing a ñGood Omerò to all. 
 

Cantor Joel 
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